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"The Armed Man: A Mass for
Peace" - Karl Jenkins

"Dona Nobis Pacem"
- Vaughan Williams

FORCED to move from its
usual venue, Oldham Parish
Church, by the urgent need
for building work on the
church, the last scheduled
concert of the Oldham
Choral Society's 2005-6 sea-
son took place at the Queen
Elizabeth Hall.

The concert began with a
rumbustious performance of
"Mars-T'he Bringer of War",
from "The Planets", by Gus-
tav Holst.

Under the tightly con-
trolled direction of Nigel
Wilkinson, the pace aard con-
trasting moods within the
piece transmitted a feeling of
threat. This was a fine piece
of programming and set the
scene for the main theme of
the concert, peace.

The Vaughan Williams
composition is not a piece I
am very fond of and so I was
pleased to hear such a good
performance

The opening soprano solo
was sung ravishingly by
Rachel Russell and through-
out the evening the clarity of
tone combined with a sim-
plicity of presentation con-
tinued.

The chorus "Beat, Beat the
Drums" following the Agnus
Dei was a stunning contrast
to the opening solo and this
theme of contrast continued.

T'homas Eaglen was some-
what, overwhelmed by the
forces surrounding him and
the placing of the soloists at
the side of the orchestra is
always unkind to his type of
voice, pleasing melodious but
almost reticent.

Mr Eaglen's later solo, "The
Angel of Death", was beauti-
fully sung and, as with his
companion soloist, shows
great promise for the future.

Emotional
The main piece of the

evening, "The Armed Man", is
a very emotional piece and
much of the music is pre-
dictable but enjoyable.

There were some weak
moments from the choir, the
solos were well sung and the
baritone soloist realised his
full potential.

The Benedictus was sung
beautifully and the perfor-
mance was such as to encour-
age me to give the work a sec-
ond hearing. This was
,,nother exoe.l'lent nerfor-
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Emotional
The main piece of the

evening, "T'he Armed Man", is
a very emotional piece and
much of the music is pre-
dictable but enjoyable.

There were some weak
moments from the choir, the
solos were well sung and the
baritone soloist realised his
full potential:

The Benedictus was sung
beautifully and the perfor-
mance was such as to encour-
age me to give the work a sec-
ond hearing. This was
another excellent perfor-
mance by the choir of a very
difficult work with which
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It was very pleasing to hear
the call to prayer sung in Ara-
bic by a local man, Iman
Faisal Rahim.

The choir soloists and the
Northern Sinfonia, espe-
cially the timpani section,
once again sent the large
audience home having heard
a fine performancb of classi-
cal music in Oldham.

On June 18. the choir is per-
forming a benefit concert of
well-known opera and orato-
rio choruses at the Oldham
Parish Church in aid of the
church building fund.

The society asks for sup-
port to make the concert a
financial success to help pre-
serve this grade-two l.isted
building.
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