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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

A warm welcome to our performance of Elgar's great dramatic setting of the
words of Cardinal Newman's epic poem, “The Dream of Gerontius™. | am sure
that you will find tonight's performance worthy of such an iconic work, especially
as you will be hearing it here in the magnificent setting of Manchester Cathedral. |
Our last visit, to perform the wonderful “Requiem” by Verdi, was an enormous |
success, and we are very pleased to be here again. i
I want to say a sincere thank you to Anthony O'Connor for all his help and support |
with the arrangements for tonight's event. As | write this, | have just read a report |
in the Manchester Evening News about the way in which the Cathedral is opening
up to many various groups, ranging from Choirs to Pop stars, and Exhibitions to Conferences, and | wish
Anthony every success as he spearheads this move.
A Cathedral is the heart of a Community, and the more people that are encouraged to come and enjoy its
atmosphere and welcome, the better.
Our thanks also go to our wonderful team of soloists, the students from the RNCM, the marvellous East Lancs.
Sinfonia, and to Jeffrey Makinson on the organ,
Our choir, now numbering over 130 voices, will be giving of their best, and we hope that you, our honoured
guests and audience, will find the performance enjoyable and we hope, inspiring. Thank you for being with us.
Fred Jones

This performance is dedicated to the memory of Dr. James Eastham ,
who passed away suddenly on April 13,
Heir to the noble line of northern choral conductors'’
(Sunday Telegraph),
“Proficiscere anima Christiana”
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SOLOISTS:

ADRIAN THOMPSON (TENOR) - GERONTIUS
KATHLEEN WILKINSON (MEZZO) - THE ANGEL
DAVID SOAR (BASS) — THE PRIEST/ ANGEL OF AGONY
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CONDUCTOR: NIGEL P. WILKINSON

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL MOBILE PHONES ARE SET
TO THE SILENT MODE OR
SWITCHED OFF COMPLETELY

THERE WILL BE A SHORT PAUSE BETWEEN
PART | AND PART Il, DURING WHICH
YOU ARE REQUESTED TO REMAIN IN YOUR SEAT



















